Hindiyya's brand of religiosity also led to friction with a male-dominated Roman Catholic church, whose leaders since the Council of Trent in 1563 had officially emphasized the importance of obedience and quiescence for women in their spiritual life.
Not only did Hindiyya establish her order of the Sacred Heart of Jesus without first securing Vatican permission, but also, and more outrageously, as papal delegates later reported, she did things in her convent that only male priests were supposed to do. That is, "she heard confessions, absolved men and women of sin, and went so far as to distribute the Eucharist" (p. 164), that is, the bread and wine meant to represent Christ's body and blood.
Equally vexing to Roman Catholic leaders was the fact that Hindiyya had such a strong following among Maronite church authorities and humble Christians (who gave generously to her convents despite their poverty). Her growing wealth and popularity bred some resentment, locally and in Rome. Meanwhile, Hindiyya inadvertently helped to strengthen a distinctly modern Maronite identity. " [S] he was the lightning rod for an increasingly self-confident Maronitist movement that was constructing an identity and organization equidistant from Rome and Istanbul and separate from its immediate Ottoman mixed milieu and Western Roman Catholicism" (p. 219).
